Bombesin injection into the central amygdala influences feeding behavior in the rat.
The present study was performed to determine whether low doses (10 or 40 ng) of bombesin microinjected into the amygdala could modify solid food intake. Forty ng of bombesin in 24 h deprived rats caused transient inhibition of food intake. This inhibitory effect was eliminated by prior bombesin antagonist treatment. A series of quantitative behavioral tests indicated that low doses of bombesin application specifically reduced food intake without altering the behavioral pattern or influencing the body temperature. The present results suggest, that bombesin-like peptides may act as a satiety signal in the central part of the amygdala.